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Monitor Engineer Karrie Keyes is based 
in Ventura, California and is the mother 
of twin 18 year old daughters. She has 
worked in the audio industry for 28 
years starting out working for Ratt 
Sound loading trucks and setting up gear. 
Eventually, she learned monitor mixing 
and established a long-term relationship 
with Pearl Jam leader Eddie Vedder, 
working almost exclusively for them since 
2005.

24 year old Bianca Martin has been 
working in the sound industry six years 
starting out doing small gigs and working 
at the local theatre in Wagga Wagga. 
Bianca moved to Sydney to start a 3 year 
traineeship at JPJ Audio and has now been 
working for JPJ for 4 years. Through 
that time she has worked on a wide 
range of gigs from small local bands to 
international bands and has done a large 
amount of PA rigging along with some 
stage, monitors and FOH.
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OQFH�XSRQ�D�WLPH�ZRPHQ�RQ�D�

tour worked in either wardrobe 

or catering and female techs 

ZHUH�D�UDULW\��6ORZO\��WKH�VWDWXV�LV�

changing and the clichéd image 

of the surly, grunting male roadie is 

IDGLQJ�DZD\��:H�WDON�WR�IRXU�/DGLHV�

RI�5RFN�ZKR�DUH�VPDUW��UHYHUHG�E\�

WKHLU�SHHUV�DQG�FOLPELQJ�WKH�FDUHHU�

ODGGHU�

Who is your main client at the moment?
Karrie:�3HDUO�-DP�DQG�(GGLH�9HGGHU�
Bianca:�,�ZRUN�IXOO�WLPH�IRU�-3-�$XGLR��,�JHW�DOO�P\�
ZRUN�WKURXJK�WKHP��WKH\�NHHS�PH�EXV\�DOO�\HDU�
URXQG�
Kait:�,Q�WKH�QH[W�FRXSOH�RI�PRQWKV�,�ZLOO�EH�WRXULQJ�
ZLWK�.DWH�0LOOHU�+HLGNH�DQG�0LVV\�+LJJLQV�DQG�LQ�
between will be looking after the shows in the 
WKHDWUH�DW�WKH�3DOPV�DW�&URZQ�
Sooner:�.,66�DQG�0RWOH\�&UXH�

What are the three best things about your job?
Karrie:�%HLQJ�VXUURXQGHG�E\�PXVLF��WKH�VHQVH�RI�
DFFRPSOLVKPHQW�DIWHU�VWUHVVIXO�VKRZV�RU�SURMHFWV�
VROYLQJ�FKDOOHQJHV�DQG�WUDYHOLQJ�WKH�ZRUOG�
Bianca:�%HLQJ�SDUW�RI�WKH�H[FLWHPHQW��KHDULQJ�
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Kait Hall has been in the lighting 
industry since 1993 and has designed 
and toured with various acts both in 
Australia and internationally.  Her 
studies at university, a Bachelor of Arts 
(Performance Studies), led her firstly to 
theatrical projects but quickly grew to 
encompass all facets of the entertainment 
lighting industry. She lives in Melbourne 
with her partner Cam who is also a 
lighting designer at their company, Let 
There Be Light.  Together they juggle 
their touring careers with looking after 
their 3 year old son Ari.

Sooner Routhier is a co-owner of SRae 
Productions, a production design company 
that specializes in production design 
and implementation for concerts and 
special events.  Sooner has been working 
in the industry as a lighting designer/
director for approximately 13 years and 
touring for about 10, mostly rock acts 
varying from club to stadium level.  She 
currently lives in the Seacoast area of 
New Hampshire just north of Boston in the 
US with her husband, Chris – a touring 
set carpenter. Sooner was in Australia 
last December with Bon Jovi as lighting 
director.

WKH�FURZG�VFUHDP�DV�WKH�EDQG�JRHV�RQ�VWDJH��
7UDYHOOLQJ�DURXQG�WR�SODFHV�\RX�QRUPDOO\�ZRXOG�
QRW�JR��7KH�SHRSOH�\RX�PHHW�RQ�WRXU��,�KDYH�PHW�
VR�PDQ\�ZRQGHUIXO�SHRSOH�IURP�DOO�RYHU�WKH�ZRUOG��
,W·V�DOZD\V�IXQ�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�QHZ�SHRSOH��JHWWLQJ�WR�
NQRZ�WKHP�WKHQ�VD\LQJ�JRRGE\H��
Kait:�0\�ZRUN�KDV�DOORZHG�PH�WR�WUDYHO�DOO�DURXQG�
WKH�ZRUOG�VHHLQJ�SODFHV�,�ZRXOG�QHYHU�KDYH�
WKRXJKW�RI�YLVLWLQJ�RWKHUZLVH��,W·V�DOVR�HQDEOHG�PH�
WR�UHWXUQ�WR�VRPH�RI�P\�IDYRULWH�FLWLHV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�
ZLWKRXW�EX\LQJ�WKH�DLUIDUH��,�DP�FRQVWDQWO\�PHHWLQJ�
QHZ�FUHDWLYH�DQG�WDOHQWHG�SHRSOH�WKDW�DUH�UHDOO\�
HQWHUWDLQLQJ�DQG�LQVSLULQJ��6RPHWLPHV�WKH�SHRSOH�
that you meet when you are touring become like 
IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�DIWHU�VSHQGLQJ�\HDUV�WRJHWKHU�
RQ�WKH�URDG���,W·V�D�UHDOO\�VSHFLDO�UHODWLRQVKLS�\RX�

GHYHORS�ZKHQ�\RX�VSHQG����KRXUV�D�GD\�OLYLQJ�DQG�
ZRUNLQJ�WRJHWKHU��,�ORYH�WKDW�HYHU\�GD\�LV�GLIIHUHQW��
ZKHWKHU�LW·V�D�QHZ�YHQXH�RU�D�QHZ�DFW��,�QHYHU�
KDYH�WLPH�WR�JHW�VWDJQDQW�RU�ERUHG���,·P�YHU\�
OXFN\�WR�VSHQG�P\�ZRUNLQJ�OLIH�KHOSLQJ�WR�HQWHUWDLQ�
SHRSOH�
Sooner:�7KH�WUDYHOOLQJ�KDV�DOZD\V�EHHQ�RQH�RI�P\�
IDYRULWH�WKLQJV�DERXW�P\�MRE���,�DOZD\V�ZDQWHG�WR�
WUDYHO�WKH�ZRUOG���1RZ�,�GR���$QG�,�JHW�SDLG�WR�GR�
LW���:KR�ZRXOGQ·W�ZDQW�WKDW�JLJ"��,�DOVR�ORYH�WKDW�,�
JHW�WR�EH�FUHDWLYH�RQ�D�GDLO\�EDVLV���,�WKLQN�WKDW�LI�,�
GLGQ·W�KDYH�WKH�FUHDWLYH�RXWOHW�,�ZRXOG�JR�LQVDQH���
0DNLQJ�FRORXUV�DQG�SDWWHUQV�ZLWK�OLJKWV�LV�D�JUHDW�
ZD\�WR�PDNH�D�OLYLQJ�
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And the three worst things?
Karrie:�&UDSS\�IHVWLYDOV��FDWHULQJ�DQG�PLVVLQJ�
LPSRUWDQW�GD\V�LQ�P\�GDXJKWHU·V�OLYHV�
Bianca:�$�ODFN�RI�D�VOHHSLQJ�SDWWHUQ��ZRUNLQJ�WKUHH�
twenty hour days all in different cities and missing 
RXW�RQ�ELUWKGD\V�DQG�KROLGD\V�
Kait:�-XVW�EHFDXVH�\RX�JHW�WR�WUDYHO�D�ORW��GRHVQ·W�
PHDQ�WKDW�\RX�DOZD\V�JHW�WR�VHH�WKH�VLJKWV��2IWHQ�
,�KDYH�HQGHG�XS�OLWHUDOO\�PLQXWHV�IURP�PDMRU�
ODQGPDUNV�EXW�KDYH�RQO\�VHHQ�WKH�LQVLGH�RI�WKH�JLJ�
DQG�WKH�FDU�SDUN�ZKHUH�WKH�EXV�LV�SDUNHG��7RXULQJ�
LV�QHYHU�DV�JODPRURXV�DV�LW�VRXQGV��HYHQ�JHWWLQJ�
DFFHVV�WR�D�FOHDQ�VKRZHU�FDQ�EH�D�OX[XU\�ZKHQ�
\RX�DUH�LQ�VRPH�FRXQWULHV���7KH�KRXUV�FDQ�EH�ORQJ�
DQG�WLULQJ��������KRXU�GD\V�DUH�QRW�XQXVXDO���/RQJ�
PRQWKV�DZD\�IURP�IULHQGV�DQG�IDPLO\��HVSHFLDOO\�
ZKHQ�WRXUV�RYHUODS�ZLWK�SHUVRQDO�HYHQWV�OLNH�
ELUWKGD\V�DQG�ZHGGLQJV��FDQ�WDNH�LWV�WROO��(YHQ�LI�
\RX�DUH�LQ�\RXU�KRPH�WRZQ��JLJV�DUH�W\SLFDOO\�RQ�
the same days that friends/family are socialising 
VR�\RX�HQG�XS�PLVVLQJ�RXW�RQ�D�ORW��2Q�WKH�ZKROH�
WKRXJK�,�JHW�WR�VSHQG�D�ORW�PRUH�WLPH�ZLWK�P\�FKLOG�
WKDQ�VRPHRQH�ZKR�ZRUNV�D�WUDGLWLRQDO�FRUSRUDWH�
RIÀFH�MRE�VR�,�ZRXOGQ·W�WUDGH�LW��,·G�PXFK�UDWKHU�
work a few really long, hard days than a normal 40 
KRXU���GD\�D�ZHHN�MRE�
Sooner:�7KH�WUDYHOOLQJ�FDQ�EH�URXJK���(YHQ�WKRXJK�
LW·V�P\�IDYRULWH�WKLQJ�WR�GR���,�PLVV�RXW�RQ�PDQ\�OLIH�
HYHQWV�ZLWK�IDPLO\�DQG�IULHQGV���$QG�,·P�RIWHQ�DZD\�
IURP�P\�KXVEDQG�IRU�PRQWKV�RQ�HQG���

What do you never leave home without when 
working?
Karrie:�/RWV�RI�ERRNV�
Bianca:�(DU�SOXJV��LI�,
P�QRW�PL[LQJ�D�EDQG�WKHQ�,�
OLNH�WR�SURWHFW�P\�HDUV��
Kait:�,�DOZD\V�KDYH�D�SKRQH��D�86%�VWLFN�DQG�
QRUPDOO\�D�ODSWRS�
Sooner:�0\�OLJKW�PHWHU�LV�LPSRUWDQW�IRU�ZRUN��,�KDWH�
when artists look terrible on camera, so I try hard to 
PDNH�VXUH�WKH�VSRWV�DUH�DW�WKH�FRUUHFW�FRORXU�WHPS�
DQG�ZRUN�ZLWK�WKH�YLGHR�GLUHFWRU�DQG�HQJLQHHU�

WR�SHUIHFW���,�OHDUQHG�D�ORW�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�GHVLJQHU�
'RXJ�´6SLNHµ�%UDQW�IRU�%RQ�-RYL�RQ�WKLV�VXEMHFW���
$OVR��,�FDQ�QHYHU��HYHU�EH�ZLWKRXW�P\�UXQQLQJ�
VKRHV��:RUNLQJ�RXW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�P\�PHQWDO�DQG�
SK\VLFDO�KHDOWK�RQ�WKH�URDG�

Who do look up to in the industry and why?
Karrie:�3HRSOH�WKDW�ORRN�RXWVLGH�WKH�ER[�WR�VROYH�
FKDOOHQJHV�
Bianca:�:\Q�0LOVRQ��KH�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�EHVW�VRXQG�
JX\V�LQ�$XVWUDOLD��,�KDYH�OHDUQW�VR�PXFK�IURP�:\Q�
DQG�KRSH�WR�EH�DV�WDOHQWHG�RQH�GD\��KH�LV�D�
OHJHQG�
Kait:�7KHUH�DUH�VR�PDQ\�SHRSOH�WKDW�KHOSHG�WHDFK�
DQG�JXLGH�PH�ZKHQ�,�VWDUWHG�LQ�WKLV�EXVLQHVV��
,W·V�UHDOO\�OLNH�DQ�DSSUHQWLFHVKLS�LQ�VRPH�ZD\V�
because most things you need to know in this 
industry are not things you learn from a book or a 
FRXUVH��0\�EURWKHU��7LP�+DOO��ZKR�RZQV�5HVROXWLRQ�
X, is someone who I still look to for mentoring 
HVSHFLDOO\�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�WKH�EXVLQHVV�VLGH�RI�
WKLQJV��:KHQ�,�ZDV�VWDUWLQJ�RXW�WKHUH�ZHUHQ·W�PDQ\�
RWKHU�IHPDOHV�LQ�WKH�LQGXVWU\�EXW�WKH�YHU\�ÀUVW�WRXU�
,�GLG�DV�D�V\VWHPV�SHUVRQ�ZDV�IRU�%HFN��+LV�/'�ZDV�
Susanne Sasic and she was also working with 
EDQGV�OLNH�1LUYDQD�DQG�6RQLF�<RXWK�DW�WKH�WLPH�
VR�,�WKLQN�VXEFRQVFLRXVO\�WKDW�ZDV�PRWLYDWLQJ�WR�
VHH�RWKHU�ZRPHQ�UHDFKLQJ�WKH�WRS�RI�WKHLU�ÀHOG��,W�
QHYHU�UHDOO\�RFFXUUHG�WR�PH�WKDW�LW�ZDV�XQXVXDO�WR�
EH�D�ZRPDQ�WRXULQJ�LQ�WKH�URFN�DQG�UROO�EXVLQHVV��
,�DP�DOVR�PRWLYDWHG�D�ORW�E\�VHHLQJ�RWKHU�PRWKHUV�
LQ�WKH�LQGXVWU\�ZKR�VWLOO�WRXU�DQG�MXJJOH�IDPLO\�OLIH��
7DONLQJ�DQG�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�SHRSOH�OLNH�'RQQD�DQG�
9LFN\�IURP�WKH�:DLIV��DQG�&ODLUH�%RZGLWFK�ZDV�
UHDOO\�LQVSLUDWLRQDO�EHFDXVH�WKH\�HQFRXUDJHG�PH�
WR�WKLQN�DERXW�ZD\V�WR�LQFRUSRUDWH�WRXULQJ�ZLWK�
IDPLO\�OLIH�
Sooner:�7KHUH�DUH�D�ORW�RI�GHVLJQHUV�WKDW�,�
DSSUHFLDWH�LQ�WKH�LQGXVWU\���,�FRXOGQ·W�QDPH�MXVW�D�
IHZ���,�GUDZ�PRVW�RI�P\�LQVSLUDWLRQ�IURP�DUW�JDOOHULHV�
DQG�DUFKLWHFWXUH���
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What is the most outrageous thing you have ever 
done on tour?
Karrie:�+PPP��
Bianca:�7KHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�D�IHZ�HQG�RI�WRXU�SDUWLHV�
that rolled into the early hours of the morning or 
GD\V���1RWKLQJ�WRR�RXWUDJHRXV��MXVW�D�IHZ�GUXQNHQ�
PHPRULHV�
Kait:�:KDW�KDSSHQV�RQ�WRXU�VWD\V�RQ�WRXU��,W·V�D�
FOLFKp�EXW�LI�\RX�GRQ·W�UHPHPEHU�WKLV�UXOH�\RX�
ZRQ·W�VWD\�ORQJ�LQ�WKH�EXVLQHVV�
Sooner:�'DOH�(DUQKDUGW�-U�GURYH�VRPH�URDGLH�
IULHQGV�RI�PLQH�DQG�,�DURXQG�KLV�JR�FDUW�WUDFN�LQ�KLV�
689���7KDW�ZDV�LQFUHGLEOH�

What invention would make your job easier?
Karrie:�(TXLSPHQW�PDQXIDFWXUHV�VSHQGLQJ�DV�
much time and resources designing monitors as 
WKH\�GR�GHVLJQLQJ�6RXQG�6\VWHPV�
Bianca:�7KH�DELOLW\�WR�UXQ�XQOLPLWHG�ZLUHOHVV��UXQQLQJ�
RXW�RI�UDGLR�VSHFWUXP�FDQ�EH�D�SUREOHP��+RSHIXOO\�
RQH�GD\�DOO�RXU�HTXLSPHQW�ZLOO�UXQ�ZLUHOHVV�
Kait:�7HOHSRUWHU�
Sooner:�7HOHWUDQVSRUWLQJ�'HYLFH�

Do you have a favourite mantra to get you through 
the day?
Karrie:�7DNH�D�GHHS�EUHDWK�DQG�NHHS�VPLOLQJ�
Bianca:�´7KHUH�ZLOO�EH�D�VKRZµ

Kait:�1RW�UHDOO\��,�WU\�WR�NHHS�WKLQJV�LQ�SHUVSHFWLYH��
1R�PDWWHU�ZKDW�KDSSHQV�,�NQRZ�WKH�VKRZ�ZLOO�JR�
RQ�
Sooner:�1R��%XW�,�ORYH�WR�GR�\RJD��0\�IDYRULWH�
WKLQJ�WR�GR�RQ�GD\�RIIV�ODWHO\�LV�ÀQG�D�ORFDO�VWXGLR�
IRU�D�FODVV��,�PHHW�WKH�ORFDOV�DQG�JHW�JRRG�
UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�RQ�GLQQHU���

Have you ever experienced a shocking case of 
chauvinism and if so, what was it?
Karrie:�<HV��EXW�\RX�WDNH�D�GHHS�EUHDWK�DQG�NHHS�
VPLOLQJ���,W�LV�QRW�ZRUWK�WKH�HQHUJ\�WR�HYHQ�DGGUHVV�
LW���)RU�WKH�PRVW�SDUW�LI�\RX�DUH�JRRG�DW�ZKDW�\RX�
GR��SHRSOH�ZLOO�DFFHSW�\RX��6RPHWLPHV�,�DP�PHW�
ZLWK�VKRFN�DV�WKH�ORFDO�FUHZV�KDYH�QHYHU�VHHQ�RU�
PHW�D�ZRPDQ�HQJLQHHU��7KH\�JHW�RYHU�LW�VKRUWO\�
Bianca:�1RWKLQJ�VKRFNLQJ��\RX�GR�JHW�D�IHZ�
stage hands making comments in the back of a 
WUXFN��,�FKRRVH�WR�MXVW�LJQRUH�LW��LW�PDNHV�PH�PRUH�
GHWHUPLQHG�WR�GR�WKH�EHVW�MRE�SRVVLEOH�
Kait:�,�WXUQHG�XS�DW�)HVWLYDO�+DOO�LQ������WR�GR�D�
Slayer load in and one of the American guys 
SXOOHG�PH�RII�WKH�OLJKWLQJ�FUHZ�WHOOLQJ�PH�WKDW�´OLWWOH�
JLUOV�OLNH�\RX�FDQ·W�GR�OLJKWV���\RX�EHWWHU�JR�SXW�XS�
WKH�GUDSHVµ��

Sooner:�,·P�VXUH�,�KDYH��%XW�,�TXLFNO\�LJQRUH�DQG�
IRUJHW�DERXW�LW��,I�\RX�HYHQ�WKLQN�DERXW�D�JHQGHU�
JDS�LQ�WKLV�LQGXVWU\��LW�LQVWDQWO\�EHFRPHV�DQ�LVVXH�
LQ�\RXU�OLIH��,�IHHO�WKDW�WKLQNLQJ�SRVLWLYHO\�DQG�
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PRWLYDWLQJ�\RXUVHOI�WKURXJK�NLQGQHVV�JRHV�D�ORQJ�
ZD\��,�WU\�QRW�WR�OHW�QHJDWLYLW\�LQ��,W·V�D�FDQFHU�RQ�
WRXU�DQG�FDQ�VSUHDG�WR�FR�ZRUNHUV�ZKHQ�\RX�DUH�
ZRUNLQJ�WRJHWKHU�VR�FORVHO\�

'R�\RX�ÀQG�WKDW�EHLQJ�D�IHPDOH�RQ�WRXU�PHDQV�\RX�
get mistaken for working in catering or wardrobe?
Karrie:�<HV��VHFXULW\�XVXDOO\�SRLQWV�PH�WR�WKH�
GUHVVLQJ�URRPV�ZKHQ�,�FRPH�WR�ZRUN�
Bianca: +D�KD��\HV�DOO�WKH�WLPH��,·P�DOZD\V�EHLQJ�
DVNHG�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�IRRG��ZDWHU�DQG�ZKHUH�WKH�
JUHHQ�URRPV�DUH��DQG�ZKDW�WKH�:L�)L�SDVV�ZRUG�LV��LW�
LV�QHYHU�HQGLQJ�
Kait:�1R��EXW�VRPHWLPHV�LW·V�KDUG�WR�FRQYLQFH�WKH�
VHFXULW\�WKDW�,·P�ZRUNLQJ�DQG�QRW�MXVW�D�IDQ���,Q������
,�WRXUHG�WKURXJK�3RODQG�DQG�\RX�FRXOG�WHOO�WKH�ROG�
house guys were highly amused to see a female in 
FKDUJH�RI�DQ�DOO�PDOH�OLJKWLQJ�FUHZ�IURP�*HUPDQ\��
%\�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�GD\�WKH\�ZHUH�VKRXWLQJ�XV�YRGND�
VKRWV�DQG�ZH�ZHUH�DOO�ODXJKLQJ�WRJHWKHU�
Sooner:�<HV��%XW�,�WKLQN�WKDW�WKRVH�MREV�DUH�YHU\�
UHVSHFWDEOH�SRVLWLRQV�RQ�D�WRXU��0RVW�RI�WKHP�
ZRUN�08&+�08&+�KDUGHU�WKDQ�,�GR��6R�,�WKLQN�LW·V�
ÁDWWHULQJ�

What qualities can a female technician bring to a 
tour that a male cannot?
Karrie:�,�GRQ
W�WKLQN�LW�LV�D�¶FDQQRW·�²�EXW�D�
GLIIHUHQFH�LQ�KRZ�HDFK�DSSURDFKHV�WKH�JLJ��
:RPHQ�WHQG�WR�EH�PRUH�SDWLHQW�DQG�DOPRVW�WR�
their detriment will not take gigs they do not feel 
WKH\�DUH�TXDOLÀHG�RU�FDSDEOH�RI�GRLQJ��ZKLOH�PHQ�
WHQG�WR�MXPS�LQ�RYHU�WKHLU�KHDGV�DQG�EOXII�WKHLU�ZD\�
WKURXJK��,�WKLQN�WKHUH�WHQGV�WR�EH�D�ELW�OHVV�HJR�ZLWK�
women and often times don't get their feelings hurt 
DV�HDVLO\�
Bianca:�,�EHOLHYH�LW·V�DOO�XS�WR�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�SHUVRQ��
DQG�ZKDW�TXDOLWLHV�WKH\�FDQ�EULQJ�WR�D�WRXU��,�GRQ
W�
ÀQG�WKHUH�WR�EH�PXFK�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�PDOHV�
DQG�IHPDOHV��
Kait:�,�GRQ·W�WKLQN�,�OLNH�WR�UH�HQIRUFH�WKHVH�NLQGV�
RI�VWHUHRW\SHV�EHFDXVH�LW�SHUSHWXDWHV�WKH�P\WK�
WKDW�SHRSOH�VKRXOG�VKRXOGQ·W�JHW�MREV�%(&$86(�RI�
WKHLU�JHQGHU��,�WKLQN�LW·V�UHDOO\�LPSRUWDQW�WR�MXGJH�
LQGLYLGXDOV�RQ�WKHLU�PHULWV�DQG�ZKDW�WKH\�FDQ�EULQJ�
WR�HDFK�MRE��,W·V�UHDOO\�LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�WKH�FUHZ�DQG�
WKH�DUWLVW�DOO�ZRUN�ZHOO�WRJHWKHU�DQG�LW·V�PRUH�DERXW�
ZKR�\RX�DUH�WKDQ�ZKDW�JHQGHU�\RX�DUH�

Is there anything a male technician can do which 
you believe a female cannot?
Karrie:�:HOO�WKH\�KDYH�DQ�HDVLHU�WLPH�SHHLQJ�
GXULQJ�D�JLJ���EXW�RWKHU�WKDQ�WKDW�QR���)RU�ZRPHQ�
LW�LV�D�PDWWHU�RI�OHDUQLQJ�KRZ�WR�OLIW�DQG�PDQHXYHU�
JLJ�DURXQG���7KHUH�DUH�SOHQW\�RI�PHQ�WKDW�DUH�RQ�
WKH�VPDOOHU�VLGH�WKDW�KDYH�KDG�WR�OHDUQ�WKH�VDPH�
WKLQJV�
Bianca��1RWKLQJ��,�IHHO�PRUH�WKDQ�FRPIRUWDEOH�
GRLQJ�DQ\WKLQJ�D�PDOH�LV�DVNHG�WR�GR��:LWK�2+	6�
EHLQJ�VR�VWULFW�DQG�RXU�HTXLSPHQW�EHFRPLQJ�
VPDOOHU�DQG�OLJKWHU�LW·V�QRW�DERXW�QHHGLQJ�WR�EH�

VWURQJ�WR�OLIW�KHDY\�ER[HV�DURXQG��,�EHOLHYH�LW�LV�DOO�
SUHWW\�HTXDO��
Kait: Again, I think there is a danger in 
JHQHUDOL]DWLRQ�EXW�LW�LV�QDwYH�WR�SUHWHQG�ZRPHQ�
DQG�PHQ�DUH�DOO�WKH�VDPH��:KLOH�PHQ�RQ�WKH�ZKROH�
DUH�JHQHUDOO\�SK\VLFDOO\�ELJJHU�DQG�VWURQJHU�WKDQ�
ZRPHQ��,·YH�VHHQ�SOHQW\�RI�H[FHSWLRQV�WR�WKLV�UXOH�
��ERWK�ZLWK�VWURQJ�ZRPHQ�DQG�ZHDN�PHQ��7KHUH�LV�
QR�GRXEW�WKDW�WKH�ZRUN�FDQ�EH�UHDOO\�SK\VLFDO�DW�
WLPHV�EXW�WKHUH�DUH�DOZD\V�VPDUWHU�PRUH�HIÀFLHQW�
ways of getting things done and times where 
EHLQJ�VPDOO�FDQ�EH�MXVW�DV�DGYDQWDJHRXV�DV�EHLQJ�
WDOO��,�GRQ·W�WKLQN�DQ\RQH�VKRXOG�VHH�WKLV�DV�D�EDUULHU�
WR�JHWWLQJ�LQWR�WKH�LQGXVWU\�LI�WKLV�LV�KLV�RU�KHU�SDVVLRQ�

Do you have children or plan to have some in the 
future and if so, how will you cope?
Karrie:�<HV��P\�JLUOV�DUH�LQ�FROOHJH�QRZ���:H�
VXUYLYHG���,�WRRN�OHVV�ZRUN�WR�EH�KRPH��VWXFN�
ZLWK�3HDUO�-DP�DV�WKH\�SURYLGHG�DQ�HDVLHU�WRXU�
VFKHGXOH��7KH\�KDG�D�VXSSRUWLYH�GDG�DQG�ZH�
MXJJOHG�HYHU\WKLQJ�HOVH�²�ZKHQ�,�ZDV�KRPH��ZKLFK�
ZDV�PRUH�RIWHQ�WKDQ�QRW��,�ZDV�KRPH�������,Q�VRPH�
UHVSHFWV�LW�ZDV�HDVLHU�WKDQ�ZRUNLQJ�����DQG�KDYLQJ�
WKH�NLGV�LQ�GD\FDUH�
Bianca:�1R��EXW�,�ZRXOG�ORYH�WR�KDYH�D�IDPLO\�RQH�
GD\��KRZHYHU�,�KDYH�D�IHZ�PRUH�\HDUV�EHIRUH�,�
KDYH�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�WKDW��7KHUH�LV�VWLOO�VR�PXFK�,�
ZDQW�WR�GR�LQ�WKH�LQGXVWU\�EHIRUH�,�VWDUW�D�IDPLO\�
Kait:�<HV��DQG�LW·V�QRW�HDV\�EXW�,�KDYH�JUHDW�VXSSRUW�
IURP�IDPLO\��<RX�KDYH�WR�PDNH�GLIIHUHQW�FKRLFHV�
DQG�WKHUH�DUH�DOZD\V�VDFULÀFHV�EXW�VRPH�WKLQJV�DUH�
HDVLHU�WKHVH�GD\V�ZLWK�WKLQJV�OLNH�6N\SH��,W·V�IXQQ\�
EXW�P\�SDUWQHU�DQG�,�DOZD\V�MRNH�WKDW�ZH�XVHG�WR�
JR�RQ�WRXU�DQG�WKHQ�FRPH�KRPH�DQG�VSHQG�D�
ZHHN�UHFRYHULQJ�IURP�KRZ�
KDUG�LW�ZDV��1RZ�ZLWK�D�
young child in the house 
we look at touring as the 
HDV\�SDUW��
Sooner:�7KLV�LV�WKH�FXUUHQW�
issue running through my 
EUDLQ�������,�ZLOO�GHÀQLWHO\�
KDYH�FKLOGUHQ�YHU\�VRRQ���
,�KDYH�QR�LGHD�KRZ�WR�PDNH�
LW�ZRUN��%XW�,·OO�ÀJXUH�LW�RXW�����

How do you earn the respect 
of your road colleagues?
Karrie:�%\�EHLQJ�D�WHDP�
SOD\HU�DQG�GRLQJ�\RXU�
MRE�WR�WKH�EHVW�RI�\RXU�
DELOLW\��
Bianca:�7HDPZRUN�LV�
LPSRUWDQW��ZRUNLQJ�KDUG�DQG�
WU\LQJ�P\�EHVW�DW�HYHU\�JLJ��
,�GRQ
W�ZRUU\�DERXW�ZKDW�SHRSOH�
WKLQN�RI�PH��,�MXVW�GR�P\�MRE�WKH�
EHVW�,�FDQ�GR�LW���
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6R�\RX·UH�WKLQNLQJ�\RX
ZDQW�WR�YLHZ�WKLV

PRQWKV�&;�0DJD]LQH

'LJLWDO�(GLWLRQ�RQ�\RXU
L3DG�KH\���

Kait:�,W·V�VLPSOH��:RUN�KDUG��EH�SURIHVVLRQDO��DQG�
WUHDW�HYHU\RQH�HOVH�ZLWK�UHVSHFW���
Sooner:�,�OLNH�WR�WKLQN�WKDW�,�DP�D�KDUG�ZRUNHU��,�WU\�
WR�EH�UHVSHFWIXO�RI�RWKHU�GHSDUWPHQWV�DW�DOO�WLPHV��
$QG�,�WU\�WR�OHQG�D�KDQG�ZKHQ�,�FDQ��7RXULQJ�LV�OLNH�
D�WHDP�VSRUW��7KH�JDPH�LV�WKH�VKRZ��(YHU\RQH�
LV�ZRUNLQJ�WRZDUGV�PDNLQJ�WKH�VKRZ�KDSSHQ�
DQG�VFRUH�D�ZLQ�IRU�WKH�DUWLVW�DQG�DXGLHQFH��,W·V�
LPSRUWDQW�IRU�HYHU\RQH�WR�ZRUN�WRJHWKHU��,�WU\�WR�
EH�D�WHDP�SOD\HU�DW�DOO�WLPHV

Which recent piece of production gear do you 
view as a game-changer?
Karrie:�,(06�ZHUH�WKH�ÀUVW�JDPH�FKDQJHU�DQG�
QRZ�GLJLWDO�FRQVROHV�
Bianca:�'LJLWDO�DPSV��WKH\�DUH�QRW�UHDOO\�QHZ�EXW�
WKH\�DUH�GHYHORSLQJ�UDSLGO\�DQG�EHFRPLQJ�D�
ORW�PRUH�ÁH[LEOH���7KH\�DUH�VR�PXFK�VPDOOHU�DQG�
OLJKWHU�QRZ��\RX�FDQ�QRZ�GR�D�ORW�RI�SURFHVVLQJ�
ZLWKLQ�WKH�DPS��DV�ZHOO�DV�EHLQJ�QHWZRUNHG�DQG�
FRQWURO�UHPRWHO\�
Sooner:�/LJKWLQJ�DQG�YLGHR�KDYH�EHHQ�PHUJLQJ�
IRU�D�ORQJ�WLPH�QRZ��,�WKLQN�WKDW�ZDV�WKH�ELJJHVW�
FKDQJH�LQ�WKH�HQWHUWDLQPHQW�SURGXFWLRQ�ZRUOG�
LQ�WKH�ODVW����\HDUV�RU�VR�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�LQÁX[�
RI�/('�SURGXFW��1RZ��,�WKLQN�WKH�QH[W�VWHS�LV�
LQFRUSRUDWLQJ�WKH�DXGLHQFH�LQWR�WKH�VKRZ��,W·V�
EHHQ�VHHQ�LQ�WKH�/RQGRQ�2O\PSLF�JDPHV�DQG�
WKH�UHFHQW�6XSHUERZO�+DOIWLPH�VKRZ�DOUHDG\�ZLWK�
SDLQWLQJ�WKH�DXGLHQFH�LQ�OLJKW��,�WKLQN�WKDW�LV�JRLQJ�
WR�EH�H[SDQGHG�XSRQ�JUHDWO\�LQ�WKH�XSFRPLQJ�
\HDUV���
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What’s your most memorable moment on a tour?
Karrie:�7KHUH�DUH�VR�PDQ\��3UREDEO\�WU\LQJ�WR�SXOO�
cables underneath the stage while the Rolling 
6WRQHV�ZHUH�SOD\LQJ��3OD\LQJ�D�VKRZ�WKH�GD\�ZH�
IRXQG�RXW�WKDW�.XUW�&REDLQ�KDG�NLOOHG�KLPVHOI�²�ZH�
ZHUH�DOO�VR�ORVW�DQG�LQ�VKRFN��)RU�WKRVH�WZR�KRXUV�
WKDW�3HDUO�-DP�SOD\HG�²�LW�IHOW�OLNH�ZH�ZRXOG�DOO�EH�
DOULJKW�
Bianca:�'XULQJ�WKH�2QH�'LUHFWLRQ�WRXU�+DUU\�6W\OHV�
ZLVKHG�PH�KDSS\�ELUWKGD\�RQ�VWDJH�DW�D�VKRZ��
DIWHU�D�YHU\�ORQJ�GD\�LW�PDGH�PH�VPLOH��,�KDG�HYHU\�
���\HDU�ROG�JLUO�ZLVKLQJ�WKH\�ZHUH�PH�IRU�DERXW����
VHFRQGV�
Kait:�/LYH�(DUWK�LQ������ZDV�DPD]LQJ�EHFDXVH�LW�
ZDV�D�ZRUOGZLGH�HYHQW�DQG�,�WKLQN�LW�IHOW�UHDOO\�
XQLI\LQJ�EHLQJ�D�VPDOO�SDUW�RI�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�ELJ��
,W�ZDV�DOVR�D�FKDQFH�WR�FDWFK�XS�ZLWK�VR�PDQ\�RI�
WKH�IULHQGV�,·YH�PDGH�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV�ZKR�ZHUH�DOO�
WKHUH�ZRUNLQJ�IRU�GLIIHUHQW�DFWV�RU�SHUIRUPLQJ��7KH�
IUHH�FRQFHUW�LQ�WKH�6\GQH\�'RPDLQ�RQ�WKH�HYH�RI�
WKH������2O\PSLFV�ZDV�DOVR�SUHWW\�VSHFLDO���:KHQ�
you are working in the middle of an endless sea 
RI���������SHRSOH�LW·V�D�SUHWW\�KXPEOLQJ�PRPHQW��
2QH�RI�WKH�WRXUV�,�GLG�ZLWK�.LOOLQJ�+HLGL�ZDV�LQ�(DVW�
7LPRU�IRU�WKH�$XVWUDOLDQ�$UP\�LQ�������,W�ZDV�SUHWW\�
OLIH�FKDQJLQJ�VSHQGLQJ�WLPH�WUDYHOOLQJ�WKURXJK�
WKH�FRXQWU\�XQGHU�DUPHG�JXDUG��,�ZRXOG�QHYHU�
KDYH�KDG�D�FKDQFH�WR�VHH�ÀUVW�KDQG�ZKDW�RXU�
SHDFH�NHHSLQJ�WURRSV�JR�WKURXJK�WR�SURWHFW�RWKHU�
SHRSOH·V�IUHHGRPV�DQG�WKDW�ZDV�D�UHDOO\�WRXFKLQJ�
H[SHULHQFH����
Sooner:�,�ZDV�ZRUNLQJ�IRU�5DJH�$JDLQVW�7KH�
0DFKLQH�GXULQJ�WKH�'HPRFUDWLF�DQG�5HSXEOLFDQ�
1DWLRQDO�&RQYHQWLRQV�LQ�������7KH�EDQG�ZDQWHG�WR�
SOD\�D�VHFUHW�VKRZ�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�0LQQHVRWD�6WDWH�
+RXVH�RQ�D�WHPSRUDU\�VWDJH��7KH\�ZHUH�VWRSSHG�
E\�WKH�SROLFH�EHIRUH�JHWWLQJ�RQ�VWDJH�WR�SHUIRUP��
Word had leaked that the show was going to 
KDSSHQ�DQG�WKHUH�ZHUH�DERXW�������IDQV�RQ�WKH�
ODZQ��7KH�EDQG�ZDONHG�DURXQG�WKH�VWDJH�WR�WKH�
SLW�DUHD�DW�WKH�IURQW�DQG�PRWLRQHG�IRU�WKH�FURZG�
WR�VLW��7KH�(17,5(�DXGLHQFH�VDW�RQ�WKH�JURXQG�DQG�
ZDWFKHG�WKH�EDQG�SHUIRUP�VRPH�RI�WKHLU�VRQJV�
DFFDSHOOD�XVLQJ�D�EXOOKRUQ�DQG�WKHLU�YRLFHV��,W�ZDV�
incredible to see a band command an audience 
WKDW�ZD\�

Do you have a career goal that you want to reach 
and if so, what?
Karrie:�$W�WKLV�SRLQW�,�DP�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�D�GHJUHH�LQ�
6RFLDO�-XVWLFH�DQG�KRSH�WR�ZRUN�ZLWK�QRQ�SURÀWV�LQ�
the future as well as working with young women 
ZDQWLQJ�WR�HQWHU�WKH�ÀHOG�WKURXJK�6RXQG*LUOV�
2UJ�ZKLFK�,�FR�IRXQGHG�ZLWK�0LFKHOOH�6DEROFKLFN�
3HWWLQDWR�
Bianca:�0\�JRDO�LV�MXVW�WR�EHFRPH�DQ�DPD]LQJ�
V\VWHP�WHFK��7U\�P\�KDUGHVW�HYHU\�GD\�DQG�KDYH�D�
ORW�RI�IXQ�DORQJ�WKH�ZD\�
Kait:�,�EHOLHYH�,�PHDVXUH�VXFFHVV�GLIIHUHQWO\�WKHVH�
GD\V���$V�ORQJ�DV�,�JR�KRPH�KDSS\�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�
WKH�JLJ�WKHQ�,�KDYH�PHW�P\�JRDO�

Sooner:�0\�PDLQ�JRDO�LV�WR�FRQWLQXH�P\�GHVLJQ�
ZRUN��,·G�OLNH�WR�H[SORUH�RWKHU�JHQUHV�RI�PXVLF�
DQG�WKHDWUH�KRZHYHU��,�ORYH�URFN�DQG�UROO�EXW�P\�
SDVVLRQ�KDV�DOZD\V�EHHQ�PRGHUQ�GDQFH��,�ORYH�
OLJKWLQJ�LQ�LQWLPDWH�WKHDWULFDO�VHWWLQJV���

Do you think you get equal pay to men?
Karrie: I don't know how much of an issue that is as 
,�QHJRWLDWH�P\�VDODU\��$V�IDU�DV�RWKHU�VHFWRUV�DQG�
RWKHU�LQGXVWU\�UHODWHG�JLJV���,�FHUWDLQO\�KRSH�VR��,�
FDQ
W�HYHQ�EHOLHYH�ZH�DUH�VWLOO�ÀJKWLQJ�IRU�WKDW�
Bianca:�<HV��WKH�FRPSDQ\�,�ZRUN�IRU�SD\�WKH�VDPH�
UHJDUGOHVV�RI�JHQGHU��:H�KDYH�D�IHZ�IHPDOHV�
ZRUNLQJ�DW�-3-�DQG�,�KDYH�QHYHU�KHDUG�RI�DQ\�RI�
WKHP�EHLQJ�SDLG�OHVV�
Kait:�,�GRQ·W�IHHO�WKLV�KDV�HYHU�EHHQ�DQ�LVVXH��LI�\RX�
JHW�WKH�JLJ�WKHQ�WKH\�ZDQW�<28�EHFDXVH�RI�ZKDW�
<28�FDQ�RIIHU���
Sooner:�<HV�

What words of advice would you give any young 
ladies wishing to pursue a career such as yours?
Karrie:�'RQ
W�JLYH�XS�²�NHHS�JRLQJ�²�ÀQG�VXSSRUW�
DQG�PHQWRUV��-XPS�DW�DQ\�FKDQFH�WKDW�LV�RIIHUHG�
WR�\RX�
Bianca:�-XVW�JR�IRU�LW��'RQ·W�OLVWHQ�WR�DQ\�QHJDWLYHV��
,W·V�DOO�DERXW�\RXU�ZRUN�HWKLF�DQG�QRW�DERXW�\RXU�
JHQGHU��
Kait:�,�WKLQN�\RX�KDYH�WR�EH�DZDUH�WKDW�WKLV�LV�PRUH�
RI�D�OLIHVW\OH�WKDQ�D�MRE��,W·V�QRW�VRPHWKLQJ�\RX�GR�
����DQG�WKHQ�FORFN�RII�DQG�OLYH�D�´QRUPDOµ�OLIH��
<RXU�FROOHDJXHV�EHFRPH�\RXU�IULHQGV�DQG�SVHXGR�
IDPLO\�RQ�WKH�URDG�VR�LW�FDQ�EH�WRXJK�LI�\RX�GRQ·W�
get along with each other but so rewarding when 
\RX�GR���3HRSOH�VNLOOV�DUH�MXVW�DV�LPSRUWDQW�DV�EHLQJ�
D�JRRG�WHFKQLFLDQ�GHVLJQHU��,�WKLQN�LW·V�SUREDEO\�
QDwYH�WR�WKLQN�WKDW�\RX�ZLOO�DOZD\V�JHW�WUHDWHG�
HTXDOO\�WR�JX\V��WKHUH�DUH�VWLOO�VRPH�FKDXYLQLVWLF�
SHRSOH�DURXQG���7KDQNIXOO\�WKLV�LV�UHDOO\�UDUH�WKHVH�
GD\V�WKRXJK��6R�LI�\RX�ORYH�LW��GR�LW��$QG�LI�\RX�
GRQ·W�ORYH�LW��WKHUH�DUH�HDVLHU�ZD\V�WR�PDNH�D�
OLYLQJ�
Sooner:�*2�)25�,7��3XVK�WKURXJK�WKH�QHUYHV�DQG�
DQ\�GRXEWV�\RX�PLJKW�IHDU��0DNH�PLVWDNHV�DQG�
OHDUQ�IURP�WKHP��'RQ·W�EHFRPH�FRPSODFHQW��,I�
\RX�VHH�\RXU�JRDOV�FOHDUO\�DQG�FDQ�SLFWXUH�\RXUVHOI�
UHDFKLQJ�WKHP��\RX�ZLOO�VXFFHHG��$QG�GRQ·W�HYHQ�
WKLQN�DERXW�JHQGHU�EHLQJ�DQ�LVVXH��<RX�DUH�HTXDO�
DQG�DV�ORQJ�DV�\RX�UHVSHFW�\RXUVHOI��PHQ�ZLOO�
UHVSHFW�\RX�


